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INTRODUCTION

 Saussure chose langue over parole
 The public takes two different views:
    a. "Correct" standard language
    b. "Right" local dialect
 Ebonics (AAVE, Oakland, 1996): the linguists 

lost



  

WHAT WE CAN LEARN FROM DATA
 Kurath's LAMSAS survey - structural linguists draw 

isoglosses, nominate one variant as standard
 Variants always spread along an asymptotic 

hyperbolic curve (asymptotic = not meeting either axis, 
hyperbolic = boomerang-shaped)

 This is the "A-Curve", fundamental to Kretzschmar's 
views

 Better sampling and better statistics show that variants 
cluster by locality and social class

 Corpora show us that lexemes and collocates also 
cluster by locality and class
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The A-curve:
variants of mantelpiece
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'pail'



  

'gully'
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HOW SPEECH WORKS
 Speech is a complex system (interacts with 

other systems, elements change each other, 
many components, exponentially distributed)

 Same distribution at different levels
 To perceive speech, we construct gestalts out 

of incomplete knowledge (massive ignorance 
and lack of interest, ignorance about higher and 
lower levels

 Ignorance and gestalts ease the cognitive 
processing load



  

PARIS IN THE
THE SPRING
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NEW DIRECTIONS

 Linguistics of speech is an alternative to 
linguistics of structure

 Sheds light on language change
 Points to the need to engage in public 

discourse



  

EXAMPLES

 Correcting an email
 Styles of language learning
 An accent-coaching disaster?



  

"Sure, [name] and I will be there during that 
period, but I am afraid I cannot tell you the exact 
date because we still are waiting for our 
supervisor to email us about the dissertation. If 
he or she emails us I will tell you the exact date. 
Is it OK for you?"



  

"Teach Yourself Italian"
CONTENTS

1. Indefinite article - gender

2. Verbs and pronouns

3. Definite article - number

4. More verbs - the polite pronoun

5. Contractions of words - the partitive

6. The past definite tense - position of 
adjectives

...

14. Relative pronouns - reflexive verbs

15. Conjugation of regular verbs

16. First reading lesson



  

"Buongiorno Italia!"
CONTENTS

1. Buongiorno!

2. Dov'é?

3. Quanto costa?

4. Buono, buonissiimo!

5. Rivediamo un po'...

   Letture 1

6. A che ora parte...?

7. Cosa c'é da vedere?

8. Ha una camera?

9. Cosa prendiamo?



  

Penny Dyer is one of the most respected film 
and theatre voice coaches internationally 
and has worked with many famous actors such 
as Helen Mirren, Nicole Kidman and Reece 
Witherspoon.

Penny is a leading specialist in her field.

She trained as a Speech, Drama and English 
Teacher at The Central School of Speech and 
Drama, 1976-79 and again in 1983-84, on the 
Voice Course. She has freelanced extensively 
as a Voice and Dialect Coach in Film and TV 
and Theatre...



  

TEACHER: It sort of becomes like a tool, 
doesn't it, the tip of the tongue, it 
becomes almost like an emotional weapon, 
in RP, which is very useful. Whereas in 
the Irish, you know, all that - forgive 
me for saying - peat[h] under your 
feet[h], you know, it's nice and soft, 
and spongy. You need to bring yourself a 
little bit more to a manicured lawn, in 
England, a nice hard pavement beneath 
your feet...

PUPIL: That's really, that puts an image 
immediately in your mind...
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